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Stephen Dale

Indirect Tax: Can it be fair and Indirect Tax: Can it be fair and 
simple?simple?
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A vast subject…

Introduction

Indirect Tax is a partnership and can be fair

Need for increased certainty - the role of the 
ECJ

Need for better neutrality – global response?

Need for lower compliance costs

Environmental taxes – a common base?

Conclusions
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Delivering a “win-win” taxation model

Use of technology and processes
to reduce 

costs of collection

Equitable / Efficient 

Long term future 
and employment
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Do you know ….?

Source : PwC Survey - Shifting the Balance from Direct to Indirect Taxes – How is it managed by 

Multinational Companies? – October 2008

5.1%

17%

20.5%

56.4%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Strongly disagree

Disagree

Agree

Strongly agree

Companies recognise the need to collaborate with governments to reform the 
Indirect Taxes regime and to create a common framework
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The management of Indirect Taxes needs 
a partnership approach

Indirect tax management must be viewed as 
a partnership between governments and 
businesses:

Businesses collect the tax on behalf of 
governments

In consideration of which businesses 
should be encouraged through simpler 
and fairer Indirect Tax systems
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Federation of European 
Accountants Visit us @ www.fee.be

43 professional institutes of accountants 
32 European countries, including all 27 EU


